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Cherokee Heights 

Arts Festival
THE BIGGEST LITTLE NEIGHBORHOOD FESTIVAL

STORY AND PHOTOS BY AMANDA MORRIS

     HEN OCTOBER TURNS  
THE CORNER INTO NOVEMBER, 

the upcoming holidays are on most  
everyone’s minds. Thoughts of getting 
together with family and neighbors,  
the perfect gift to give, and festivities  

and parties reign. 

But, in Marietta, the thoughts of those in one small 
neighborhood block are focused on their very own arts 
festival. The Cherokee Heights Arts Festival packs a lot 
into the quaint streets of Freyer and Etowah Drives, 
with more than 40 vendors participating in the festival 
this year on Nov. 9. Music fills the air with two bands, 
one on each end of Etowah, playing throughout the day. 
Tents and tables along the sides of the street include 
jewelry, pottery, metalwork and much more. 

This year marks the tenth year of the arts festival. 
What started as a private art show that traveled from 
house to house became a public event and was brought 
out to the streets for the 175th birthday of Marietta in 
2009. “Mayor Bill Dunaway started up a citizens 
committee to help decide how to celebrate the 175th 
birthday of the city,” said Jim Morris, who was part of 
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Top Left: There’s always a 
lot to see and do at the 
Cherokee Heights Arts 
Festiva.l

Top Right: Audrey Hepburn 
Metalwork by Jim and 
Jo-Evelyn Morris.

Bottom Left: Collaboration 
between Tisch Jewelry 
Werks and Coppe and 
Torch.

Bottom Right: Musicians 
Emerson Drummers 
keep the rhythm of the 
day alive.
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776 WHITLOCK AVENUE       |       MARIETTA 30064       |      770-422-6005 

Before being named Managing Broker,  
Jeff DeJarnett served as a sales associate 
with HARRY NORMAN, REALTORS® 
for more than 14 years where he specialized 
in residential, land, and equestrian 
properties. He has helped clients buy and 
sell properties in Cobb, Fulton, Bartow and 
Paulding counties. A native of Marietta, 
Jeff attended Marietta High School before 
earning a degree in Music Education at 
Asbury University in Wilmore, Kentucky. 
He immediately returned to Marietta 
where, for ten years, he taught instrumental 
music with both Cobb and Marietta City 
Schools. Jeff and his family spent the 
next 11 years living in the suburbs of Paris, 
France where he helped organize various 
musical events for local protestant and 
catholic churches. After returning to the 
U.S., Jeff obtained his Real Estate license 
and joined the Cobb Marietta office of 
Harry Norman in 2005. He is a member of 
the National board of REALTORS® and 
the Cobb Association of REALTORS®. 
Jeff and his wife Kibbie, a French teacher 
at Marietta High School, live close to 
the Marietta Square and are active at 
Stonebridge Church. They have 4  
children and 5 grandchildren. 

BBeBBefoooforere bbb ieeinnggnn nammeded MMaannanannaaaagggaagaa iningg Broker,r

Historic Marietta Real Estate 
Office Announces New 
Managing Broker

MariettaPilgrimage.com for tickets

December 7 & 8, 2019

THE

Marietta
Pilgrimage
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that committee. “One of the programs was that 
every neighborhood ought to have an event that 
says something about them, a signature event—a 
picnic, or festival, or tournament.” 

Morris had been part of the original “Art on 
Freyer” group of artists that traveled from house 
to house with their art shows. He knew there was 
a group of very talented artists in his neighbor-
hood and that an arts festival could be their 
neighborhood’s signature event. “So I came back 
and brought it up to the neighborhood group, 
and we decided that the arts festival would be 
doable,” said Morris. Since then, the festival has 
been held annually and has grown bigger each 
year.

The entire neighborhood participates in the 
event and preparations start the night before. 
Barricades are set up around 4 p.m. and the 



999 Hood Road
Marietta, GA  30068
Intersection of East Piedmont 
and Roswell Road (HWY 120)

770.565.8828 
parcatpiedmont.com

Parc at Piedmont 
East Cobb

Exceptional
Senior Living!
INDEPENDENT AND ASSISTED LIFESTYLES

Apartment Homes from $2,950
Visit Us TODAY!

neighborhood kids decorate Etowah Drive with 
chalk art. Many people who live in Cherokee 
Heights have tents or tables in the festival with 
their artwork displayed. Other neighbors are 
affectionately called “roadies” who help set-up/
tear-down and direct traffic. 

It’s no wonder so many people from the 
neighborhood participate in the event. This 1920s 
era neighborhood was designed for friendship. 
“Fifteen years before the street was paved, there 
were concrete sidewalks,” said Morris. Neighbors 
become quick friends when you have short front 
yards and porches on the front of every home. 
“You just can’t be a stranger in this neighbor-
hood, and it works for us.”  

Top Left: Ceramics by David Johnston
Bottom Left: Fingerless gloves by Elizabeth Seidle
Above: Planted bulbs by Martina Goscha



A non-profit independent day school open to all faiths serving 
PK3 - 12th grade

chedule a visit today at admission@thewalkerschool.org

Walker teachers help each child chart a path of 
self-realization to become their best possible self. 

1669 Spring Rd SE Smyrna, 30080 | 770-319-0333

2100 Roswell Road STE #2198 Marietta, 30062 | 678-214-5856

THE Taste of
   ITALY

10% off 
YOUR TOTAL BILL

Monday through Thursday only. 
Does not include alcohol. 

Applies to parties no larger than four.

“It was a pretty 1920s, roaring 20s neighbor-
hood until the depression tore it apart. It suffered 
mightily from that and it’s made a comeback,” he 
added. This type of neighborhood attracts a 
certain type of person which perhaps explains the 
high concentration of artists here. Trapp 
Tischner, who took over the festival coordination 
from Morris this year, explained, “People that 
move here have commonalities that only move to 
old houses.” 

Tischner didn’t participate in the first 
festival, but it didn’t take long for Morris to 
convince her that she had a latent artist within. 
“Jim has this idea that there is an artist inside of 

Top : Wood art by Milton Miller-all proceeds go to 
the Make-a-Wish-Foundation.

Bottom: Tom Sawyer Pottery



4 Convenient Locations

We provide trusted, compassionate and exceptional 
care to patients with GYN cancers and other related 
conditions. Our experience in gynecologic oncology, 
combined with the most advanced, minimally invasive 
surgical techniques, means that our patients can rest 
assured knowing they are in the best hands possible.

AtlantaGynOnc.com

Call 404-459-1900 
for an appointment with 

Dr. Gerald A. Feuer 
in Atlanta & Marietta.

Atlanta
980 Johnson Ferry Road NE

Suite 900
Atlanta, GA 30342

Marietta
780 Canton Road

Suite 405 
Marietta, GA 30060

Call 770-721-9400 
for an appointment with 
Dr. Michelle A. Glasgow 
in Canton & Towne Lake.

Canton
460 Northside Cherokee Boulevard

Suite 400
Canton, GA 30115 

Towne Lake
900 Towne Lake Parkway

Suite 302
Woodstock, GA 30189

• Pelvic Masses
• Ovarian Cancer

• Endometrial Hyperplasia
• Endometriosis

Conditions We Treat

• Cervical Cancer
• Endometrial Cancer

• Uterine Fibroids
• Pelvic Adhesive Disease
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Cigar Box Guitars Bring the Kids to meet Santa



C O S M E T I C & Plastic Surgery 

w w w. p l a s t i c s u r g e r yce n t e r o f t h e s o u t h . n e t

Michael Petrosky, M.D. *

Corey Harkins, M.D.*

James B. Depew, M.D.

State-of-the Art Office  Operating Room 

120 Vann Street, Suite 150 Marietta

770-421-1242

Now offering Microblading 
and Microneedling

Look your best this 
  Holiday Season!

*

November Special
   $1000 Off
Full Face / Neck Lift
Physicians Fee Only / New Consults Only
Valid Nov. 1-30, 2019

Filler Educational
Event

Mon., Nov. 18th 
5 pm - 7 pm
RSVP required
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Cherokee Heights 
Arts Festival

Saturday, Nov. 9
9 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Etowah Drive between Freyer  
& Seminole Drives in Marietta

everybody,” Tischner said. When Tischner took a 
year off from teaching literature at Walton High 
School, she thought she would read all year. In 
the summer, Morris asked Tischner to make 
something for the festival. “Jim just kept bugging 
me and bugging me to do something. I have this 
friend who’s a jeweler, and another great friend, 
and we made these bracelets—really labor 
intensive. So I said, ‘Ok, I’ll be in your festival.’ 
And I had completely forgotten about it until, in 
October, they had the signs printed and it said 
‘Trapp Tischner: Bracelets.’ I blame this all on 
Jim,” said Tischner. Morris replied, “I take credit 
for it. She sold out! Within a month she had her 
jewelry in three different casino shops in Missis-
sippi. She quit teaching the following year.”

Since then, Tischner’s jewelry business, 
TISCH Jewelry Werks, has grown tremendous-
ly and her handmade jewelry can be found in 
shops and festivals across the Southeast.

The festival is sponsored by local business-
es to cover the costs of advertising, children’s 
art materials, and banners. “First Landmark 
Bank [now Center State Bank] was our first 
sponsor and has been with us every year,” said 
Tischner. The Marietta Police Department is 
sponsored by Keep Marietta Beautiful, who has 
a children’s tent at the festival. Mayor Tumlin, 
along with many other local businesses, also 
sponsor the event.

Like any good festival, the Cherokee 
Heights Arts Festival has music and food. The 
food this year will be served by the nearby 
restaurant, GOOD Kitchen + Market. Multiple 
bands will play throughout the day. “We have a 
group of drummers who start at 10 on Saturday 
morning,” Morris said, “Everything just 
brightens up when the music starts.”

On Saturday, November 9th, head out to 
what Morris describes as a “Compact, solid-
ly-packed arts festival.” Gather your friends and 
family, shop for the perfect gift and make a day 
of the festival. 

CherokeeHeightsArtsFestival.org
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